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NEW ZEALAND

On a rather mild November day, I embarked on an 

exciting journey spanning 11,637 miles from Leeds, 

UK, to Christchurch, New Zealand. The purpose 

of my trip was a three-week examining tour, an 

incredible opportunity to revisit this stunning 

country and reconnect with its amazing people. 

After a long but rewarding journey, I arrived in New 

Zealand to find the weather uncannily like what I 

had left behind in the UK - mild and inviting, setting 

the perfect tone for the adventures ahead.

My journey began in Christchurch, a city that 
has risen resiliently from the devastation of the 
February 2011 earthquake. It was heartening to 
witness how this tragedy, which left much of the 
city in ruins, has been transformed into a story of 
hope and renewal. The bustling and vibrant city 
centre now stands as a testament to the spirit and 
determination of its people. Amidst its modern 
architecture and revitalized spaces, Christchurch 
embodies a remarkable balance of honouring its 
history while forging a dynamic and optimistic future. 
During my time in Christchurch, I had the pleasure 
of examining at Garden City Dance Academy and 
Dance with Aimee. It was evident that both teachers 

had dedicated countless hours to preparing their 
students for these exams. If this level of excellence 
was indicative of the standard, I could expect in each 
exam session I would be conducting, I knew I was in 
for an absolute treat.

My next stop was Nelson, the oldest city in the South 
Island, renowned for its stunning great lakes and the 
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array of scenic hikes and walks that surround this 
charming town. During my time in Nelson, I visited 
Jess Hannah Dance, Nelson Academy of Dance, Peta 
Spooner Academy of Dance, and, lastly, the Stoke 
Academy before heading to my next destination—
all of which showcased a level of excellence that 
perfectly matched the stunning scenery surrounding 
the city.

A short plane ride brought me to Palmerston North, 
located in the southern part of the North Island. This 
charming city is rumoured to boast the most cafes 
and eateries per capita in New Zealand - though, 
sadly, I didn’t have the time to sample them all! My 
visit was focused on visiting our IDTA members within 
this area, and I had the privilege of visiting several 
exceptional schools: Michelle Robinson Dance 
Studios, Red Star Dance, and The Rose Academy. 
Each studio showcased incredible talent and 
dedication, making my time in Palmerston North both 
inspiring and memorable.
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As my time in New Zealand came to an end, I had 
just a couple more schools to visit. A short car ride 
took me to Levin, where I spent a busy few days 
at the Catherine Inger School of Dance. It was a 
whirlwind of examining various genres, with students 
producing fabulous work that truly impressed. From 
there, I embarked on my final trip to Wellington, the 
southernmost capital city of the North Island. My last 
few days were spent with the Jennifer Evans Dance 
Academy, and the experience was nothing short of 
exceptional. It was a fitting conclusion to my journey, 
leaving me on a high note and deeply inspired by the 
talent and dedication I had encountered throughout 
New Zealand.

It was evident throughout my stay that all the 
teachers had dedicated countless hours to preparing 
their students for these exams. Their commitment 
and passion were reflected in the exceptional 
standard of work showcased by the students. From 
technical precision to artistic expression, each 
performance was a testament to the hard work and 
talent cultivated within these studios. It was truly 
inspiring to witness such dedication to excellence in 
dance. Well Done New Zealand.

By Jo Kirkland – President 


